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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

An effective tool to spread the word about your organization’s involvement in Give to the Max Day is to send a short note to your local newspaper. Many papers will publish these in their “Letters to the Editor” section. They provide a great opportunity to build awareness about your organization, spread GiveMN’s mission to change the way Minnesotans give, help create a stronger nonprofit community for Minnesota, and highlight your organization’s role in making this happen.
A few things to keep in mind when submitting a letter to the editor: 

Keep the letter short. Most papers have very limited space available, so short letters are more likely to be printed. Letters to the editor are usually no more than 150 – 250 words. Your newspaper should have submission guidelines available on its website that will tell you the maximum number of words they accept. 


Follow the rules. Your newspaper should have submission guidelines available on its website that will tell you the rules to follow when submitting your letter. Follow those guidelines closely or your letter may be tossed before it is read.

Follow up. Especially with smaller papers, it will often help to call the person responsible for the letters to the editor after you mail it. If they can connect a real person with the letter, they are much more likely to print it.
Sample Letter to the Editor  

Nonprofit Organization
Last year, more than 42,000 individual donors logged on to GiveMN.org and gave over $10 million to more than 3,000 Minnesota charities and nonprofits in 24 hours during Give to the Max Day. (Add detail about your organization’s involvement in Give to the Max Day and success metrics). November 16 is the third annual Give to the Max Day.
(Your Organization’s name), together with GiveMN.org – a first-of-its-kind giving website for nonprofits in Minnesota – is working to create a stronger nonprofit community for (your community’s name) and Minnesota. 
GiveMN’s Give to the Max Day amplifies your giving impact in a number of ways. Minnesota nonprofits that attract the most donors during Give to the Max Day will be awarded prize grants, and $1,000 will be given to a random donor’s charity every hour. You can double your dollars if you donate to one of the hundreds of nonprofits offering Give to the Max Day match funds. 

By giving online with GiveMN, (your community’s name)’s residents have the opportunity to make a huge difference for nonprofits in our area. We hope you will help support our community by logging on to www.GiveMN.org on Nov. 16 and give to your favorite charity. Be a part of this historical event and join this “Great Minnesota Give Together!”
{Local Contact Name}

{Title}
{Organization}
{Address}

{Work/Cell Phone Number}
